
Featuring Stories by the 

World’s Greatest Authors 



BUILD YOUR OWN LIBRARY 
COLLECT AND PRESERVE YOUR COPIES OF 

HANDSOME, durable, permanent—made to last a lifetime of han¬ 
dling. Each binder holds 12 books securely. Each is covered in 

beautiful, brown simulated leather and is richly imprinted in gold on 

both cover and backbone. 

Simple instructions make binding possible in a matter of minutes. 

GET YOURS $100 each 

NOW I (J) 5P0°fnTcoladaI 
Fill out coupon below or a facsimile and 

MAIL NOW! TODAY; 

GILBERTON CO, Inc. DEPT. S 101 FIFTH AVE. NEW YORK 3, N. Y. 
IN CANADA: GILBERTON CO. ICANADAI LTD. BOX 311 TERMINAL "A" TORONTO 1, CAN. 

Herewith is $ Please send binders, postpaid. 



KING OF THE 
KHYBEIt RIFLES 

By TALBOT MUNDY 

WTH «H0 

BEfSS^i 
, Wat oFKN\FE/^p 

OF THE KHYBER RIFLES by Talbot Mundy. Copyright 1916 by Tho Bobbs-Merrill Company. 







CLASSICS OUuilnated 





CLASSICS SlUtvded 





CLASSICS OlUiUaUd 





CLASSICS OUadsuded 









CLASSICS OLLuUaU 



THE KHYBER RIFLES 



CLASSICS JlluiUaU. 



THE KHYBER RIFLES 

<^OME TIME AFTER 
THE GUNS WERE 
SILENCED ... . 

GIVE ME THE BAG YOU'VE 
BEEN CARRYING FOR ME. 

rHELLO, THER 
^ATHELSTAN! AND THE BEARERS AND 

GO DOWN THE PASS. I 
HAVE PRIVATE BUSINESS 

c WITH MY BROTHER. * 

\A FEW MINUTES i 
ORDER. GOT 
ANY PLANS? 
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KING Of THE KHYBER Rin.ES 
■ LED THE WAY AFTER THE 

AFRIDI, AS THEY WOUND THROUGH 
A SEEMINGLY ENDLESS MAZE OF P/TCH- 
BLACK TUNNELS . _ 
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[BUT--THE RESEMBLANCE OF THE WOMA 
YASMINI. THAT IS THE AMAZING THING . 

I unlike me/ /rcrmiftiiTtK—71 
(_athelc 

1 

TO^ 

n 

i14 

AT FIRST I TRIED TO KILL YOU .V’ f TELL ME ] 
BUTI WAS IN MY HOUSE IN _i\ MORE, 
DELHI WHEN REWA GUNGA .lit PR 1N CESS J 
BROUGHT YOU THERE. THEN 

DIDN'T WANT YOU KILLED. ^ 

I /s n\ 1 vHl 

VmL II 
'then I MERELY put obstacles in 
YOUR PATH - AND YOU CAME IN SPITE 
OF THEM. THAT'S WHY I SAVED YOUR 
LI FE AT THE CAVERN OF THE EARTH'S 
DRINK. DOES THAT NOT TELL YOU 

THAT OUR HOUR HAS COME? 

\l FOUND THEM ON THAT BED f BUT WHY DO I 
AS YOU SEE THEM, ATHELSTAN. I BELONG IN THIS 
AND I KNEW I WAS THE WOMAN'S ‘1 SCHEME ? BE - 
1 MAGE. I RECLOTHED HER, . CAUSE I LOOK 
LEARNED HER DANCES FROM -J LIKE THE MAN? 
THE BRACELET. SHE IS THE ■ IS THAT WHAT 
HFABT nr THF Hll ! S/ ^ YOU Mr AM ? 

* IjV f N°0UTR WOR K1 NG^TOWARD 

f.l 

wJJm 
J YaSMINFS LIPS WERE CLOSE TO KING'S, INVITING L. 
\| HIS KISS, AND HE PRESSED HIS LIPS TO HERS. \1 
\ THERE WAS A THRILL IN TASMINI'S LIPS- - BUT 
) KING WAS AWARE OF A GREATER VICTORY IN \ 
/ ^UiE,R surrender. F0R H^ \ 
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Then yasmini led king outside onto a ledge 
* OF ROCK THAT STOOD THOUSANDS OF FEET 
ABOVE THE HOME OF THUNDER. THEY WATCHED 
THE SUN RISE ABOVE THE PEAKS. 

I BORROWED THEM BECAUSE THE 
PEOPLE RECOGNIZE THEM. BUT I H 
TO RETURN THEM. I KNEW THEY 
WOULD KEEP YOU SAFE— OBB 
WOULD GET YOU THROUGH 

the u" • ° MBIIl'fm 1 

'hen, in an instant, she was gone, king 
WAITED FOR AN HOUR. SUDDENLY . 

[COME, LITTLE 

tsMA/L LED KING THROUGH THE DARK 
CAVERNS, SWIFTLY, SURELY. KING 

HD NO MEANS WHATEVER OF GUESSING 

ATHELSTAN, I HAVE JUST WRITTEN] 
A LETTER ABOUT YOU, WHICH REWA 
GUNGA WILL DELIVER TO GENERAL 

L COATES. SHALL I READ IT TO YOU P J 
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[REWA GUNGA/1 

tflHG THEN DID THE WRONG THING. . 
A HE POUNCED ON THE KNIFE INSTEAD 
OF REWA GUNGA. WITH A SUDDEN, SWIFT 
EFFORT, REWA GUNGA FREED HIMSELF 
AND WAS GONE LIKE A SHADOW AMONG 
THE SHADOWS . 

ff/NG WAS WEARY AND SICK WHEN HE RETURNED 11 TO THE MULLAH'S CAVE. AS HE PASSED THE 
FIRE, SOMETHING GUTTERED ON HIS GARMENT . . 

GOLDEN HAIR, 
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TALBOT MUNDY 

Talbot Mundy came to 
Tnited States and soon 

thereafter took out his first 
citizenship papers. In 1917, 

of the 

Talbot mundy 
the most prolif 

of fiction of modem 
evidence of 
some thirty-nine novels and 

stories. Most of his novels 
were very popular, and some 
of them are exceptional in 
their treatment. All of his 
works are outstanding fc 
amount of unusual and interesting 
information they give the reader. 

Mundy was born in London, England, 
April 23, 1879. His 
England. After finishing his schooling at 
Rugby, he studied agriculture in Germany. 
Then he obtained a government job in 
Baroda, India. India fascinated Mundy. 
During the years he spent there, he traveled 
throughout that strange land, usually on 
horseback, going as far north as Tibet. It 
was during his stay in India that he began 
to write novels. They were successful almost 

One of the things that interested him most 
in India was the study of Indian occult teach¬ 
ings. He lost no opportunity to study them 
wherever he went in that country. He was 
particularly attracted by the magicians of 
India. Although he found on studying them 
and their methods that many were charla¬ 
tans, yet some of them possessed occult and 
psychic powers that really could be classified 
as magic, in the sense that science has never 
explained nor been able to disregard them. 

During his wide travels, two other places 
captured his great interest and attention: 
Australia and Africa. His travels in Africa 
took in the whole length and breadth of the 
continent. While he was employed in govern¬ 
ment service in Kenya, Mundy learned sev¬ 
eral of the native languages. In both India 
and Africa, he did a great deal of big game 
hunting. 

French, German, Hungarian, 
Swedish, and Japanese. 

Many of Mundy’s novels, such as “King 
of the Khyber Rifles," tended to be fantastic, 
but he worked with such deftness, thorough¬ 
ness as to detail, and enthusiasm, that his 
tales are convincing, his characters living 
and breathing people. 

Mundy was a big, fair-complexioned man, 
partly bald, with a pleasant, earnest face. 
He seemed hardly the type of person who 
could create such stories of intrigue and dev¬ 
iltry as comprised most of his writing. 

Some of Talbot Mundy's most important 
novels were, “Rung Ho,” published in 1914; 
“King of the Khyber Rifles,” 1916; “The 
Ivory Trail,” 1919; “Cock of the North,” 
(similar to “King of the Khyber Rifles”), 
1930; “Jim Grim,” 1931; “East and West,” 
1937; “Old Ugly Face” (Mundy’s last novel). 
1939. 

Talbot Mundy died on August 5, 1940. 
He left a rich heritage of rugged, exciting, 
interesting and poignant literature as his 
finest monument to a life of service to man¬ 
kind’s escape from boredom. 



Great Lives 
BALBOA 

Discoverer of the Pacific Ocean 

came a banging and a pounding from one of 
the supply barrels. 

Sailors gathered around the barrel as the 

Justice Enciso. came to see what was hap¬ 
pening. Suddenly, the lid popped off and out 

back in the barrel, whistled and out jumped 
his dog. 

Enciso was furious. “Balboa, I told you I 
wasn’t taking you on this voyage! Your debts 
aren't clear in Hispaniola!” 

"Perhaps my debts only prove I'm no 
farmer. My sword has proven that I am a 
soldier!” 

“I should put you off on the next island!” 
the captain ranted. However, Balboa was 

cavaliers who came from Spain to the New 
World seeking adventure, gold and fame. 
Having failed at farming, Balboa decided to 

expedition. 
Landing in Panama, the expedition found 

the established colony at Darien in a bad 
way. The Indians were hostile, the leaders 
quarreled among themselves and the people 
were discontented. Soon the colonists rejected 
the leadership of the overbearing Enciso and 
turned to Balboa instead. 

The outraged Enciso sailed back to Spain 
where he reported to King Ferdinand that 
Balboa had stirred up revolution and ap¬ 
pointed himself governor of Darien. 

In Panama, Enciso was soon forgotten and 
Balboa began to explore the Isthmus for gold 
and precious stones. 

Friendly relations were established with a 
nearby Indian tribe. In fact, Balboa married 

the chief’s palace richly decorated with gold 

But the Indian’s small amount of gold did 
not satisfy Balboa. 

The Indians, seeing that Balboa and his 
men were displeased, told them that there 

At first, Balboa distrusted the Indians but 

truth. The Indians also told Balboa that on 
the journey he would see a “great new sea.” 

Early in September, 1513, Balboa, 190 
Spaniards, and a thousand Indians set-out 
across Panama to find the great sea. They 
slashed their way through tangled jungles, 
over high mountains, and down again to 

Finally, on September 25, they came to a 
mountain ridge on the west side of the Isth¬ 
mus. Balboa ordered his men to stay behind 
as he climbed the peak. 

There before him lay the sparkling blue 
waters of a vast ocean. The men moved up 
beside Balboa and gazed in amazement. 

After three days, the expedition reached 
the shore of the Pacific. Balboa, with sword 
drawn, took possession of the waters and all 
the lands they touched in the name of the 
King of Spain. A cross was set up on the 
spot as a monument to the discovery. 

Without ships, Balboa could not proceed 
to the land of the sun-worshippers. He re¬ 
turned to Darien and was destined never to 

Soon after his great discovery, Vasco 
. Nunez de Balboa was taken back to Spain 

and tried for treason. He was beheaded in a 
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Brooklyn’s big lead. The 
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But the Giants had be- 
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“> basebal! were caught up in the fever. _ The Miracle of 1951 had happened. The 



FREE! FREE! FREE! 

(also known as Transfers or Decalcomanias) 
are yours FREE with a subscription 

tor only 10 coming issues of 

OU'lL have a barrel of fun with these tattoos. POPEYE, 
* WIMPY, OLIVE OIL, SWEET PEA, BLONDIE, DAGWOOD, 

COOKIE, ZARKOV, THE KATZENJAMMER KIDS, JIGGS and 
MAGGIE, BARNEY GOOGLE, THE PHANTOM and many 

more of your favorite comic personalities come to life in 
colorful reproductions. They are easily applied on your 
hand, wrist, arms, legs, books, glasses or any other articles 
of smooth surface. 

DON'T DELAY! SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

for 10 coming issues of Cl CA 
CLASSICS Illustrated for * I — 

and receive ABSOLUTELY FREE 

40 TATTOOS 
of your favorite comic 

strip characters in full color. 




